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landslide of 1924. His was the largest individual poll
ever returned, in the largest general poll in the history
of the division, Essex being one of the twenty-one counties
in which the Conservatives won every seat. And the
News of the World depicted Sir Henry and Sir Henry
Slessor, the two legal victors with the caption : cc Where
there is no moaning at the Bar."

During the year he resolved to move more freely in
social circles. He spoke at the Press Club on a singularly
brilliant " Criminal Justice Evening/' with Lord Darling
and Mr. Travers Humphreys and Mr. J. D. Cassels among
the guests, and at the Stage Golfing Society Dinner.

But his career in the House of Commons was destined
to be of short duration. During the election campaign,
Sir Henry had been warned by the doctors that he was
taking a risk if he intended to increase his hours of work.
But he made a resolution to speak once a fortnight in the
House if it were possible, and though he had a contempt
for the forensic ability of most of the Members of the
House, he liked the atmosphere, and he liked the inform-
ality of the Commons smoke-room. On April i, 1925,
soon after coming from a big murder case, he was due
to make his maiden speech. It would be thought that
for this important occasion, and to honour a new-comer
to the House, who came with a great reputation in another
sphere, a subject would have been found for him that
suited his nature and his gifts. He could have made a
" human appeal" to the House better than any other
member. He might, with the proper subject, have filled
the house to the doors on every subsequent occasion,
and made his mark as a member to be listened to.
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